
WORSHIP - ADVENT SUNDAY - 29 NOVEMBER 2020 
 
Today we start something new - worship on Zoom at 11.30 am. If you want to join click on this link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81615285380?pwd=SUh1N09KQW5CSGdaZ0g1ZW0rS3BLQT09  
The meeting ID is 816 1528 5380 and the passcode 664851. We plan to put the whole thing on youtube afterwards, so 
you can watch it later - the link will be on the website.  
 

This is the Order of Service that we will use, though I’ve added some extra hymns and music. 
 

Notes for Zoomers - huge thanks to Caroline for helping to get this sorted, to Alex & Matt for the technical stuff, to Chris 
for sorting out the payment (£144 for Zoom and £56 for the licence to stream music - both last for a year). A reminder 
that if you’d like to make a donation, front page of website has a button. We are hoping to record this Zoom and put it 
on youtube on Sunday afternoon. If you don’t want to be filmed, please turn your camera off. During the service we will 
keep you all on mute - where we’re saying something together, text in bold as usual, and Matt will speak on your behalf. 
We’ve included Archdeacon Chris’s “sermon to go”, have one hymn to sing together, though we won’t be able to hear each 
other, and today I’ll do most of the talking. Over the next few weeks - and we will continue this at 11.30 am every 
Sunday even though we hope to have 10 am services in both churches next Sunday - we’ll widen the pool of people we 
involve. I hope it works - if you’ve got any comments, do drop an email. 
 

On Advent Sunday morning the first thing we do is to Light the Advent Wreath - 
thanks to Michèle for preparing it, and to the Audley family for lighting it. Today we 
remember the Patriachs, the great figures of the Old Testament We pray together: 
 

God of Abraham and Sarah, and all the patriarchs of old, you are our 
Father too. Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, Son of God and 
Son of David. Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth to make our 
hearts ready for your Holy Spirit to make his home among us. We ask 
this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen.  

 
 
 

For me, it is Advent Sunday evening that is the most special - the Advent Procession. We start the service in darkness, and 
then a tenor voice comes out of the darkness as the choir sings The Matin Responsary. This is a recording from St 
Edmundsbury Cathedral - there we had a full Cathedral, all sitting in the darkness. Choir and clergy would process 
round, slowly lighting the Cathedral as we went. We do things more simply here, but it’s still special.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwYJm_SkxXo 
 

I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, 
and a cloud covering the whole earth. 
Go ye out to meet him and say: 
Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel? 
High and low, rich and poor, one with another, 
Go ye out to meet him and say: 
Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, 
Tell us: art thou he that should come? 
Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign over thy people Israel.  

Words from the First Responsary of Advent Sunday 
Music: Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1525-1594 

 
The world was very different 500 years ago when Palestrina wrote it, but darkness was the same, and the same Light 
defeats.  
 

 
 



Confession and Absolution 
 

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light things now hidden in darkness, and will disclose the purposes of 
the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned in thought and word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbour as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 

Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Old Testament reading - Isaiah 64.1-9  
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
   so that the mountains would quake at your presence - 
as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil -  
to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
   you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity for ever. 
Now consider, we are all your people.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 80.1-8, 18-20 
 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, you that led Joseph like a flock : 
 you that are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine out in glory; 
Before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh : 
 stir up your power, and come to save us. 
Restore us again, O Lord of hosts : 
 show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
O Lord God of hosts : 
 how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer? 
You have fed them with the bread of tears : 
 and given them tears to drink in good measure. 
You have made us the victim of our neighbours : 
 and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
Restore us again, O Lord of hosts : 
 show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
You brought a vine out of Egypt : 
 you drove out the nations, and planted it in.  
And so will not we go back from thee : 
 O let us live, and we shall call upon thy Name. 
Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts : 
 shew the light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole.  
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.  
 
New Testament reading - Mark 13.24-37 
 

‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out the 
angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know 
that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  
‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be 
on the watch. Therefore, keep awake - for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’  
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Address - Clive has written a sermon which is on the church website. At the Zoom service we plan to use a sermon by 
Archdeacon Christopher Cunliffee, which you will be able to watch on our youtube channel as part of the Zoom service, 
or by clicking here https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofDerby. The text of the sermon is on the front page of the church 
website. Chris is about to retire, so we send our thanks for his help and support over many years, and our best wishes for 
the future.  
 
Hymn - O come, O come Emmanuel - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4 
Again, a lovely hymn which makes the Advent Procession 
 
 



The Nicene Creed - we affirm our faith, and the faith of the whole church (hence ‘we’ not ‘I’) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose againin accordance with the Scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession - https://dramatisdei.com/prayer-first-sunday-of-advent/ (amended) 
 

Paul ends his first letter to the Corinthians like this: 
 

I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. 22Let anyone be accursed who has no love for the Lord. Our 
Lord, come! 23The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 24My love be with all of you in Christ Jesus.  
 

The Greek for “Our Lord, come!” is Maranatha, so we use that as our response. 
Maranatha, Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Lord of hope, we always look forward in expectation to our Christmas celebrations 
and the first glimmering of Advent makes us smile. The candle, the music, the anticipation.  
This year the feelings are different. We ask Lord, for your strength as we journey through Advent this year. 
Guide us, inspire us, and help us cope with all the expectations. 
Maranatha, Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

But what our hearts really yearn for is to know how to bring your love to the dark places; 
this Advent help us to stand with those whose expectations have been crushed. 
We pray for those in our community who expect little: the ill, the lonely, the troubled; 
and the families who are struggling this Christmas, whether financially or emotionally. 
We know how much Covid has affected lives, destroyed lives - we hold them in our prayers. 
For our health service, for social services, for charities whose work is increasing, and income decreasing. 
Maranatha, Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

We pray for a society that expects little from those who lead; 
we are told that globally times are hard, that we cannot afford foreign aid. 
We know this is an unknown situation and there are no easy answers. 
We pray for the political situation in America, for the leaders of our country, our city. 
Help us, your people, to be a fixed point; a light amid the turmoil: 
give your church the strength to care where others don’t. 
We pray for all those nations expecting only continued war, famine or flood. 
Our minds turn to the lands of the Bible where strife rarely ceases, 
and to surrounding nations torn apart by hate-filled factions. 
Maranatha, Come, Lord Jesus. 
 



Bless the tireless work of those who bring hope to the hurt and the oppressed, 
and show us how we can support them. 
We pray for the children of this world: 
our own, and those suffering from lack of food or shelter or love. 
At a time of year that many say is for the children, 
help us to support those who work to give a future to young people 
and remind us all to let the children around us just be children. 
Maranatha, Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

We pray for our own community. For people for whom we are especially concerned.  
We think of those we have loved and see no longer, especially at these Festival times of the year. 
As the nights draw in, we know that your light is shining. 
Help us to be that light: 
help us to bring warmth, 
help us to share love, 
help us to touch lives 
as ours have been touched. Amen. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name: thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Hymn - Hills of the North, rejoice 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufsfurSpPmM 

 
 

I come from the Cambridgeshire Fens - we don’t have many hills. We built 
a Cathedral on top of the one we have. 

  

 
  
   

I worked in 
the North - 
this road sign 
always makes 
me smile. No, 

          the bike is not 
        mine 
 

 
 
 

Now we have slightly easier hills. This photo is one I took from 
the Quarndon Topograph last Monday. We can cope! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Blessing 
 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,  
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Advent God, we journey with you,                  www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Advent.htm#gsc.tab=0 
to Bethlehem’s stable and a new-born King, 
ears attuned to the song of angels, 
eyes alert for Bethlehem’s star. 
Forgive us if on our journey 
we are distracted by the things of this world. 
Keep our hearts aflame with the hope of Christmas, and the promise of our Saviour. Amen  
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
Final music - Improvisation on the theme Veni, veni Emmanuel, by organist Attie van Wyk 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_qLPyObKG44 
 
 
  
Peter Barham, 27 November 2020 
 


