
News from the Parish
 December 2020 / January 2021

St. Edmund’s Church

www.stedsandstmatts.co.uk

www.facebook.com/stedmundsallestree

£1.00



22

St. Edmund’s December 2020 /January 2021
SERVICES AFTER LOCKDOWN
If Lockdown II ends at the beginning of December and we are allowed to worship in 
our church buildings, we will do our best to organise a 10.00am service every Sunday, 
every Wednesday and on Christmas Morning. 

We will also try and hold Midnight Mass at 11.30pm on Christmas Eve. You may 
need to book for some of these services. Please, please check the church website - 
www.stedsandstmatts.co.uk - before you make a journey to church, or telephone 
Caroline on 552031 or Peter and Julie on 551404. 

JOIN US ONLINE - WEEKLY 11.30AM
We have started a weekly service on Zoom - Sundays at 11.30am which is also 
broadcast on our YouTube channel. For the links, please see the website - www.
stedsandstmatts.co.uk - or phone and ask for help to join in. 

Our Cathedral in Derby is doing a lot. They are live-streaming Morning Prayer at 
8.30 am daily, and will be streaming Sunday worship - why not join them? Go online 
to: http://derbycathedral.org/worship/services/online-resources-for-worship-and-
prayer.html.

The Church of England website has links to various Worship feeds and digital 
resources. You can find Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Compline at https://
www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer and 
download the free Daily Prayer App for smartphones. 

There is a Hymn for every day and a simple Sunday Service at the RSCM (Royal 
School of Church Music) site - https://www.rscm.org.uk/our-resources/hftd/

CHRISTMAS 
We will try and do Carol/Crib services or something similar, but who knows! There 
will, as always, be material on the website and links to on-line and broadcast services.

FOOD BANK - The first Sunday of the month 
We hope to collect for the Food Bank on the first Sunday of each month, including 
this month , 6th December 2020, but items can be left at any time in Primrose’s Book 
Shed next to the Vicarage garage (see page 6).

FRONT COVER: Photo of the St Edmund's Nativity on displayed Christmas 2018.
We are grateful for sponsorship of the colour cover. It allows our sponsors to honour 
the memory of a loved one or to celebrate a special occasion or anniversary.  Please 
contact any of the editorial team or a Church Warden if you would like to support 
St Edmund's in this way. The cost of the colour cover is £35.00. 
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Vicar’s Letter
One of my favourite Christmas cartoons has a heavily-pregnant Mary on her donkey, 
being led by Joseph through the crowded streets of Bethlehem. She is looking 
extremely annoyed and is saying “I told you to book ahead” to her hapless husband. 

I am an organised human being. Perhaps it is the librarian within, but I like to know 
where things are and what is happening when. My wife lives surrounded by piles of 
books, but she knows where everything is. If she is not sure what is happening in the 
future, I can guarantee that she will remember what happened in the past – which is 
perhaps why we make a good team!

The autumn is always a time to work with the diary. The schools go back, and we 
celebrate St Matthew, Harvest is followed by Remembrance, Remembrance is 
followed by Edmund, Edmund by Advent, then it’s eyes down to Christmas – all 
together now: “must be your busy time Vicar”. The website is full of posters, so all the 
magazine editors have to do is stick them in the right order, and that’s the magazine 
half full!

Not this year. Lockdown II should end on 2 December, but we cannot have a 
Christmas Coffee morning on 5 December in the Scout Hall at St Matthew’s. We 
cannot pass Christingles round at St Edmund’s on 6 December, and so it goes on. 
As I write this on 13 November there is absolutely no guidance what we can and 
can’t do in December. I assume we will be back to a maximum of about 45 in each 
church (the maximum we can fit in with social distancing in place), so welcoming 
several hundred for Carol Services, Crib Services and everything else, is simply not 
going to happen. I love the chaos of Christmas Eve, the children I see every year, the 
broom-handle figures, the joy and celebration. It is one of the reasons our churches 
exist – these holy places where communities have gathered for centuries, and still 
want to gather. 

I assume we won’t be allowed to sing together – which will be a huge hole. Yes, I can 
find marvellous Christmas Music on youtube – but I don’t want it on line. I want 
to start Advent in a dark church – “I look from afar, and lo, I see the power of God 
coming”. I want to work my way through the Bethlehem Carol Sheet (and attempt not 
to announce “While shepherds washed”). For me, the chords of “Yea, Lord, we greet 
thee, born this happy morning”, underpin my Christmas faith. I want the joke about 
Wenceslas’ pizza (“deep pan, crisp and even”). I want “Three Kings from Persian lands 
afar”, gold, frankincense and myrrh.

As I said recently, I’ve had three awful Christmases in recent years. In 2004 Gareth 
was in Great Ormond Street having just had his heart transplant. The rest of the 
family spent Christmas away from home, we were tired and frightened, but it was 
special because we had waited so long for the transplant, and now there was hope. 

Continued on page 4
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Vicar’s Letter continued

In 2010 Theo was in Paediatric Intensive Care in Newcastle, and my Christmas 
lunch was a turkey sandwich. In 2013 Gareth was in another Intensive Care Unit in 
Newcastle, and we knew his life was ending (he died in the early hours of Boxing 
Day). I doubt that Christmas 2020 will be worse than that. 

Yet, even in those three years, Christmas was planned. Indeed, it was probably over-
planned because I had realised that the plans I made would probably need to be 
carried out by other people. I knew that, even though I was not there, my churches 
and congregations would carry on as normal – and they were praying and caring for 
us as they did Christmas.

This year, who knows? We will do our best, and if it is not what you want, please 
understand. I am not going to risk my health, Julie’s health, and the health of our 
community because we must do what we have always done. If it is not safe to gather, 
we will not gather. If it not safe to sing, we will not sing – whether we like it or not. 

We will need help and support to do what can be done, so please don’t wait to be 
asked. If we plan something special, we will probably need more assistance than in 
normal years. We will all have to make more effort to pray and worship – it is 
easier to go to church and do it there, than make time and space to pray at home. 
(Even Vicars find it difficult to find space and enthusiasm to pray differently to what 
I want to do). 

But we can do it. Churches will stand to the glory of God, even if they are not as full 
as normal. Christians can proclaim the birth of our Saviour, even if we mark that 
birth at home. We can sing and pray and chat and comfort and love and give and 
worship and celebrate – Covid will not stop any of that. 

The website will be as up-to-date as it can be. There will be worship there if we can’t/
you can’t come to church. We might have to ask you to book to attend a service – and 
we will make that as easy as possible. Caroline is in the Office, Julie and I at home, 
and we will answer the phone to any questions you have. We will get through it, and 
Christ will be worshipped.

Let’s be honest. Letting the stable out to a couple of travellers, wasn’t in the 
innkeeper’s plan. Leaving the sheep on the hillside wasn’t what the shepherds had 
planned for that night. Journeying across the world wasn’t in the plans of Royal 
Courts. God made it all work. 

2,020 years later (give or take a few years), God will make it work again. 

Happy Christmas. 

Revd. Peter Barham
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I have been asked to suggest some books to give as presents, so I decided to compile a 
list of a dozen books that I enjoyed. They are not necessarily the ones you will find on 
other lists, and have enjoyed so many others this year which are part of series, tricky 
to find or are a bit obscure. All of these have been reviewed on Northernreader in 
2020, and while not all are new, that means that they are not all expensive hardbacks. 
They do not have to be presents for other people of course…

1.  When I Come Home Again by Caroline Scott.  A novel featuring a young man who 
has lost his memory in the last days of November 1918. Beautifully written

2.  Unto This Last by Rebecca Lipkin. An incredible novel of John Ruskin and his 
unattainable love.

3.  City of Spies by Mara Timon. An exciting novel of a woman agent in Europe 
during the Second World War.

4.  Threads of Life by Claire Hunter. A non fiction history of embroidery and its 
importance to people over the centuries, especially women.

5.  Every Woman for Herself by Trisha Ashley. A comedy romance about a new start 
for a woman in Yorkshire with many Bronte references.

6.  A Single Thread by Tracy Chevalier. A superb historical novel about women who 
stitched the kneelers in Winchester Cathedral after the First World War. 

7. Art and Soul by Claire Huston. A romance with art, cake and humour
8.  Betty Church and the Suffolk Vampire by M.R.C. Kasasian. An unusual and very 

funny novel about a pioneer woman police officer in a small Suffolk town in      
the 1930s.

9.  The Other Bennet Sister By Jennifer Stone. The story of Mary, the other sister in 
Pride and Prejudice, in a continuation novel with fascinating ideas.

10.  Four Minutes to Save a Life by Anna Stuart. A supermarket delivery makes all the 
difference in a novel of friendship, love and hope.

11.  The Second Persephone Book of Short Stories. An excellent collection of short 
stories by mainly British Women writers of the twentieth century.

12.  Payback by R.C. Bridgestock. A tough contemporary crime novel featuring a 
Detective Inspector who returns to her home town to take on a new challenge

All of the above novels are available as printed copies online or in a good bookshop 
(many of which offer a telephone ordering service). My reviews are available on my 
blog – Northernreader – by searching under the author’s name. 

I hope that this has given you a few ideas!

Julie Barham
Northernreader blog

 A Dozen for Christmas - Books from 2020
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Food Bank Items can be brought to church after the 
second lock-down eases on December 2nd. So the first 
Sunday after that is Sunday 6th December. If there is the 
10.00am service do bring items then - please check the 
website 'www.stedsandstmatts.co.uk' where information 
can be seen in that regard . 
Alternatively, donations can be left on any day in any week 
in Primrose's shed alongside the Vicarage.  The items the 
Hope Centre would really appreciate more of are large 
boxes of Weetabix, variety pack sizes of cereals, tinned 

meat pies, tinned fish, tinned vegetables, tinned fruit, long-life milk and fruit juice, 
small jars coffee, cooking sauces, pasta sauces and any toiletries. 

Thank you all very much ... and read on re news from Mike and Shirley... 

Food Bank - Sunday 6th December

Mike and Shirley Dawson will be doing their last Food Bank transportation on the 
first Sunday in March 2021.  They say "We had this planned well before the pandemic 
came and wish to apologise for the unfortunate timing. We do hope there will be 
people who would like to take over from us. It is a commitment for every first Sunday 
of the month. A car owner and an assistant would be ideal. You may be wondering 
what it involves? This is the routine whilst the pandemic is with us all:- 
The empty black bags are waiting in St Edmund’s porch on Sunday morning.  We 
arrive just after 9.30am and oversee the donations by putting them into the black bags 
so, if anyone wishes, they can have their own bag back.    
After the service we take the bags to our car. We then go to St Matthew’s to collect 
their bags at the end of their service. We then go to the Vicarage to collect bags from 
the Shed in the grounds. By this time we hope the car boot is full!   
At the moment we keep the full bags in our car until Tuesday morning when we take 
them to The Hope Centre in Curzon Street for 10.00am. The pandemic means they 
are closed on a Monday morning.  (This will eventually change hopefully). 
Of course, you can adapt the way you do this routine.  The Hope Centre may be 
able to offer a collection service once the pandemic is over. Also the donations could 
be kept in the Vestry instead of being taken to your car when back to normal. 
Do please ring us if you have any questions or would like more information. 
You won't be committing to taking this over if you do ring us!  If we get several 
people interested, we can spread the load and share the work. Keep safe 
everybody.  Mike and Shirley Dawson (07791 462636)

... Food Bank Transport - can you take-over?
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The Allestree Advent Calendar
Given that Christmas is going to be a bit different this year, we thought we’d like to 
spread some Christmas cheer across Allestree! The local churches are encouraging 
people to decorate a window of their house, with a different window being revealed 
for each day of December. 
The theme of the windows is favourite Christmas carols or well-known Christmas 
songs. You can decorate in whatever way you’d like to, but please bear in mind your 
window may on view both during daylight and in the evening, so you might like to 
think about having some fairy lights or some kind of ‘back illumination’.  
Each new window revealed will be posted on the Allestree Churches Together 
facebook page and shared with the churches’ facebook page and the Allestree Matters 
facebook group.  
Each window will be visible from its first designated date until Wednesday 30th 
December, so that we can encourage folks to walk, jog, roll, scoot or cycle around the 
Allestree Advent calendar trail for their post-Christmas exercise! 
A map of the Allestree Advent Calendar will be available both digital and printed 
version on request, via church webpages and Facebook page. If your church 
administrator would like a copy of the map please get in touch! 
On Christmas Day we are hoping that local churches will have their own ‘grand 
revealing’ of a decorated window or outdoor display. 
If you’re hosting a window you might like to assist in raising funds for a favourite 
charity- you might like to display your charity’s name and giving details.  
All are welcome to join in decorating windows, if you can’t take part, why not put a 
picture of an angel in your window during Advent to bring the message of comfort 
and joy at this time of year or simply put up some fairy lights or another brightly lit 
object. 
Please get in touch with Becky Mathew, email: vicarallestreequarndon@hotmail.com 
or phone St Nick’s church office on 01332 550431.



8

Humour Through Trying Times
SAFETY GUIDANCE FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS CRIB 

The coronavirus pandemic has had a huge impact on the way we conduct our lives, 
with many new rules and restrictions governing our health and safety. One area 
of concern is your Christmas Crib. Although there are several weeks to go before 
Christmas, you will need to start planning now. You will need to begin with a 
thorough risk assessment to ensure your Crib is COVID-secure. Here is some 
further guidance:

1. A maximum of 4 shepherds only are permitted in the Crib.

2.  Shepherds must wear facemasks (unless exempt) and strictly observe social 
distancing (2m or 1m+ with mitigations).

3. Jesus, Mary and Joseph form a family bubble and thus may be placed together.

4.  The ox and the ass need Declaration of Non-Contamination Certificates, 
obtainable from the Department of Agriculture.

5.  The Three Wise Men, since they come from a non Schengen Area, will be subject 
to a 14-day quarantine, whether or not they have tested negative for Covid.

6.  The straw, moss, palm branches and other decorations must be disinfected, with 
hands washed for 20 seconds after handling.

7.  Angels flying over the Crib are now forbidden, owing to the aerosol effect 
produced by the batting of wings.

8.  Shepherds are permitted provided they are not more than 70 years old or 
suffering from underlying medical conditions or in another vulnerable category.

9.  The inn, along with other businesses in the hospitality sector, is closed until 
further notice.

10.  For 2020 only, a Pontius Pilate should be added to the Crib to explain to 
authorised participants the protocols for washing and sanitisation of hands.
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St Edmund’s PCC held their November meeting using Zoom. We had sent out 
copious notes before the meeting and several of those members who weren’t on 
line (David Halliwell, Paula Birchall, Ken & Jackie Eunson and Graham & Barbara 
Colder) had responded with comments beforehand. As a Reader, Julie Barham is 
entitled to attend, but she said she preferred an evening with Inspector Morse. 

We were all pleased with how well it worked – and our thanks to Sophie Hutchinson 
for her technical expertise in making the meeting work.

During the meeting we agreed to help St Nicks and St Paul’s with the funding of their 
Children, Youth and Schools’ Worker – Anna Oldknow. Like many places, their plans 
had been derailed by Covid, and they asked for our help. 

When Joyce Wilding died she left some money to St Edmund’s Mothers’ Union 
which, of course, no longer exists. We were able to persuade the lawyers that we 
could hang on to the legacy and use it for children and work with families – before 
lockdown we were using a bit to pay Caroline to run the Thursday Toddler Group. 

Work with children, families and schools certainly ticks the funding box, and we were 
sure Joyce would approve. Anna works with local schools in Allestree, so it is good 
to support that work, and we will no doubt be able to use her skills and resources 
in other areas of our church life. We will sort out the practicalities over the next 
few weeks, and ask Anna to produce something for the next magazine. It will be 
interesting for us all to understand more about her work.

St Edmund’s PCC Meeting held 17 November 2020
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'Love in a Box' Christmas Shoeboxes - Thank You
Thank you to everyone who filled a shoebox 
or gave hats, gloves, toys, other gifts or 
a financial contribution to the Teams4U 
Christmas Shoebox appeal. You will bring 
some joy into the lives of children living in 
poverty in Moldova.

It has been a difficult time to go to the shops, 
meet friends and even to find an empty 
shoebox, so congratulations on helping us to 
collect a total of over 1,600 shoeboxes filled 
with gifts.

Thanks also to our team of 20 volunteer 
drivers, mostly from the Rotary Clubs of 
Derby and Belper & Duffield who, with 
special permits to be out during the lockdown 
and wearing disposable gloves, masks and ID 
badges, have collected across the Derby area 

from schools, churches, guides, the WI and a hospital. Many thanks also to people 
who brought their own shoeboxes to our warehouse and to Co-op Funeralcare, 
whose branches acted as shoebox drop-off points.

Our warehouse team has been heroic, working with all Covid precautions in place, 
in the space kindly lent to us by Anthony Attwood in the Mills. They ensured that 
all shoeboxes were filled with suitable gifts and then sealed and packed, ready for 
transport.

Our local residents and parents and children from Walter Evans and the Old 
Vicarage Schools have been generous in their donations. Members of our two church 
congregations have given shoeboxes 
and, in one case, several bags of 
beautiful, knitted beanie hats. A lady 
from Breadsall in her 90s gave bags 
of lovely knitted hats, gloves and 
cuddly toys. One parent at St John’s 
Primary School in Ripley brought 30 
shoeboxes to include in the school’s 
total of 103!  There are so many lovely 
stories and reasons to be thankful.

         John Worthy
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Some of the shoeboxes collected for the Rotary Club. The photo below shows the 
enormous pile in the Church Office that had been collected by Caroline from Little 
Eaton School where Noah is a pupil. 
Noah called his mum upstairs the other day to show her the church he had built. 
He says it is St Edmund’s – make that lad churchwarden.

'Love in a Box' - Thank You continued
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Remembrance Sunday 2020 
Michèle produced some appropriate 
flower displays in church, and when we 
met for the Wednesday Communion 
on 4th November, we used the service to 
remember, to pray for our leaders, and 
to ask God’s strength as we went into 
lockdown. 

The instructions from the City Council 
and Director of Public Health for Derby, 
backed by the Royal British Legion in the 
County, were that we should not meet at 
War Memorials on Remembrance Sunday 
at 11.00am, this year being on November 
8th. Many of us worshipped at home, 
standing on our doorsteps to remember. 

I went to both churches in the afternoon 
and did my own Act of Remembrance – I 
also posted a video about my grandad and 
his wartime service (which you can watch 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEeIRPkvv7c). 
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Remembrance 2020 

On Wednesday, the 11th itself, Caroline and I were meeting a lady in the churchyard 
to find a family grave. The three of us, plus a passing cyclist who stopped, stood at 
the Memorial and I read the list of names. “At the going down of the sun, and in the 
morning, we will remember them.”

And of remembering...
Our Christmas Cactus: When I 
first arrived I visited Jim Sharp 
on several occasions before he 
died. He told me what I needed 
to know about this new church 
I’d just taken on! He gave me 
this Cactus, which we haven’t 
managed to kill off and which 
still flowers beautifully.
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BONSALL AND THE LIMESTONE WAY  

This walk of 6½ miles in the former lead mining country around Bonsall makes use 
of two branches of the Limestone Way. It includes some steep ascents, but takes in 
interesting places like Jughole Wood, Snitterton, Wensley and the splendid viewpoint 
of Oker Hill.   

Bonsall is a village with a long history of lead mining from Roman times, interwoven 
with farming and frame-knitting. The latter took place in cottages and local 
workshops, but after the Industrial Revolution many residents went to work for 
Arkwright at Cromford. In the Civil War lead miners were deemed an important 
group by Cromwell, so Parliamentarian supporter Sir John Gell drafted over 100 

Bonsall men into his Wirksworth division. 
Initially this was helped by grievances 
against King Charles for his taxation of 
lead mining, but soon Gell, whose own 
wealth had come from tithes and mineral 
rights, also became unpopular. Recent 
noteworthy activities include the Bonsall 
History Group’s success in winning a 
Heritage Lottery grant to research and 
communicate local history; and the Bonsall 
Chernobyl Group of volunteer families 
providing breaks for children from areas 

contaminated by nuclear fallout. The church of St. James is 13thc with some 1860’s 
rebuilding; it claims the ‘highest chancel in England’ with seven steps above the nave 
floor which had been lowered in the 14thc. It contains the village’s old bull-baiting 
stone, placed there by the rector 20 years ahead of the official outlawing of 1835. 

Originally, it also had the medieval 
stone carving of a lead miner known 
as ‘T’owd Man of Bonsall’, which 
somehow ended up in Wirksworth 
Church where it still remains; and 
Bonsall just has a replica 
near the market cross. The latter, 
splendidly mounted on multiple 
steps in front of the King’s Head pub, 
dates from the Middle Ages. 

 Continued on page 15

More Derbyshire Walks (9) 

Bonsall Market Cross                                                                      

Bonsall from Uppertown      



27 December - John, Apostle & Evangelist - John 21.19b-25 
Merciful Lord, cast your bright beams of light upon the Church: 
that, being enlightened by the teaching  
of your blessèd apostle and evangelist Saint John, 
we may so walk in the light of your truth 
that we may at last attain to the light of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ your incarnate Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

28 December - The Holy Innocents - Matthew 2.13-18 
Heavenly Father, whose children suffered at the hands of Herod, 
though they had done no wrong: 
by the suffering of your Son and by the innocence of our lives 
frustrate all evil designs  
and establish your reign of justice and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

.  
 

More resources can be found through the church website 
www.stedsandstmatts.co.uk 

 

If you can help with a donation to either church  
(regular or one-off) we would be very grateful -  

you can do this on the front page of the church website,  
cash or cheques can be left at the Vicarage or the Office, 

or you can make a BACS payment from your bank account to ours’  
for details, contact Clive Lemmon (St Matthew’s),  

Chris Jack (St Edmund’s), Caroline or Peter 
 

Keep in touch with  
Peter and Julie at the Vicarage - 01332 551404 

revpeterbarham@btinternet.com 
Caroline in the Office - 01332 552031 

steds.stmatts@outlook.com 

Prayers for Advent and Christmas  
 

Advent Sunday is 29 November. This is the Advent Collect, pray it every day. 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light,  
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

On the four Sundays of Advent, we light the Advent Wreath.  
 

On Advent Sunday we light the first candle and remember The Patriachs, 
the men at the beginning of Israel’s story. Why not read Genesis, the story of 
Abraham (11.26 to 25.11), or move into Exodus and read the story of 
Moses, or use this December to read the whole of the story of David (1 
Samuel 16 to the end, all of 2 Samuel, and 1 Kings chapters 1 and 2)? God 
has been at work from the very beginning.  

God of Abraham and Sarah, and all the patriarchs of old, 
you are our Father too. Your love is revealed to us in Jesus 
Christ, Son of God and Son of David. Help us in preparing 
to celebrate his birth to make our hearts ready for your 
Holy Spirit to make his home among us. We ask this 
through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the 
world. Amen.  

 

On the Second Sunday of Advent we remember The Prophets. You could 
read Isaiah - the whole book, or chapter 40 to the end. Too often we only 
have a passage or two as part of the Carol Service.  

God our Father, you spoke to the prophets of old of a 
Saviour who would bring peace. You helped them to 

The Parishes of St Edmund, Allestree    
     and St Matthew, Darley Abbey 
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spread the joyful message of his coming kingdom. Help 
us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, to share with 
those around us the good news of your power and love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming 
into the world. Amen.  

 

On the Third Sunday of Advent we light the third candle and remember 
John the Baptist. As Jesus’ cousin his story is intertwined with Jesus in 
Luke chapters 1,3 and 7, and his death in Matthew 14. 

God our Father, you gave to Zechariah and Elizabeth in 
their old age a son called John. He grew up strong in 
spirit, prepared the people for the coming of the Lord, 
and baptized them in the Jordan to wash away their sins. 
Help us, who have been baptized into Christ, to be ready 
to welcome him into our hearts, and to grow strong in 
faith by the power of the Spirit. We ask this through 
Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen.  

 

On the Fourth Sunday of Advent we light the fourth candle and remember 
The Blessed Virgin Mary. Read her story (and that of Joseph) in Luke 
chapters 1 and 3, in Matthew 1 and 2 - and don’t forget she was at the 
Crucifixion (Luke 23) and Resurrection (Luke 24).  

God our Father, the angel Gabriel told the Virgin Mary 
that she was to be the mother of your Son. Though Mary 
was afraid, she responded to your call with joy. Help us, 
whom you call to serve you, to share like her in your great 
work of bringing to our world your love and healing. We 
ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming 
into the world.  Amen.  

 

On Christmas Morning we light the central candle and give thanks for 
The Birth of Christ. Christ must make a difference to us and our lives, 
however it is we celebrate Christmas. 

God our Father, today the Saviour is born and those who 
live in darkness are seeing a great light. Help us, who 
greet the birth of Christ with joy, to live in the light of 

your Son, and to share the good news of your love. We ask 
this through Jesus Christ, the Light who has come into the 
world. Amen.  
 

As well as reading the Bible passages, you could use the internet to find some 
art. At the start of the original lockdown I found www.christian.art and 
signed up to a daily email with a picture and commentary - recommended. 
 

You could search youtube everyday and listen to a piece of Christmas music 
from a different Cathedral - you could move geographically, starting with the 
choir of Truro Cathedral and ending with the choir of Newcastle Cathedral 
(or leave the Church of England and continue north to St Magnus Cathedral 
in Orkney). If you need a list of Cathedrals you can find one on Wikipedia. 
I’ve threatened that once I get my free bus pass I want to spend several months 
travelling by local bus from Truro to Newcastle via every Cathedral in 
England. Julie says I am going by myself.  
 

Remember that Christmas is not just English - if you have Christmas card 
contacts around this world (or even if you haven’t) why not explore some 
Christmas traditions, writings and prayers from this wonderful world of ours’. 
CAFOD, the Catholic aid agency, produce an Online Advent Calendar 
which gives us a different view of faith and God -  
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar?
msclkid=556c8a3c6d2713fbc9a9d586dfdf972a&utm_source=bing&ut
m_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=CFD_4_Prayer&utm_term=christm
as%20prayer&utm_content=CFD_4_Prayer_Advent-calendar 
 

After Christmas Day has passed, we have a selection of Saints’ Days: 
 

26 December - The Feast of Stephen - Acts 7.51-end 
Gracious Father, who gave the first martyr Stephen 
grace to pray for those who took up stones against him: 
grant that in all our sufferings for the truth 
we may learn to love even our enemies 
and to seek forgiveness for those who desire our hurt, 
looking up to heaven to him who was crucified for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Advocate, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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spread the joyful message of his coming kingdom. Help 
us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, to share with 
those around us the good news of your power and love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming 
into the world. Amen.  

 

On the Third Sunday of Advent we light the third candle and remember 
John the Baptist. As Jesus’ cousin his story is intertwined with Jesus in 
Luke chapters 1,3 and 7, and his death in Matthew 14. 

God our Father, you gave to Zechariah and Elizabeth in 
their old age a son called John. He grew up strong in 
spirit, prepared the people for the coming of the Lord, 
and baptized them in the Jordan to wash away their sins. 
Help us, who have been baptized into Christ, to be ready 
to welcome him into our hearts, and to grow strong in 
faith by the power of the Spirit. We ask this through 
Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen.  

 

On the Fourth Sunday of Advent we light the fourth candle and remember 
The Blessed Virgin Mary. Read her story (and that of Joseph) in Luke 
chapters 1 and 3, in Matthew 1 and 2 - and don’t forget she was at the 
Crucifixion (Luke 23) and Resurrection (Luke 24).  

God our Father, the angel Gabriel told the Virgin Mary 
that she was to be the mother of your Son. Though Mary 
was afraid, she responded to your call with joy. Help us, 
whom you call to serve you, to share like her in your great 
work of bringing to our world your love and healing. We 
ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming 
into the world.  Amen.  

 

On Christmas Morning we light the central candle and give thanks for 
The Birth of Christ. Christ must make a difference to us and our lives, 
however it is we celebrate Christmas. 

God our Father, today the Saviour is born and those who 
live in darkness are seeing a great light. Help us, who 
greet the birth of Christ with joy, to live in the light of 

your Son, and to share the good news of your love. We ask 
this through Jesus Christ, the Light who has come into the 
world. Amen.  
 

As well as reading the Bible passages, you could use the internet to find some 
art. At the start of the original lockdown I found www.christian.art and 
signed up to a daily email with a picture and commentary - recommended. 
 

You could search youtube everyday and listen to a piece of Christmas music 
from a different Cathedral - you could move geographically, starting with the 
choir of Truro Cathedral and ending with the choir of Newcastle Cathedral 
(or leave the Church of England and continue north to St Magnus Cathedral 
in Orkney). If you need a list of Cathedrals you can find one on Wikipedia. 
I’ve threatened that once I get my free bus pass I want to spend several months 
travelling by local bus from Truro to Newcastle via every Cathedral in 
England. Julie says I am going by myself.  
 

Remember that Christmas is not just English - if you have Christmas card 
contacts around this world (or even if you haven’t) why not explore some 
Christmas traditions, writings and prayers from this wonderful world of ours’. 
CAFOD, the Catholic aid agency, produce an Online Advent Calendar 
which gives us a different view of faith and God -  
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar?
msclkid=556c8a3c6d2713fbc9a9d586dfdf972a&utm_source=bing&ut
m_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=CFD_4_Prayer&utm_term=christm
as%20prayer&utm_content=CFD_4_Prayer_Advent-calendar 
 

After Christmas Day has passed, we have a selection of Saints’ Days: 
 

26 December - The Feast of Stephen - Acts 7.51-end 
Gracious Father, who gave the first martyr Stephen 
grace to pray for those who took up stones against him: 
grant that in all our sufferings for the truth 
we may learn to love even our enemies 
and to seek forgiveness for those who desire our hurt, 
looking up to heaven to him who was crucified for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Advocate, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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27 December - John, Apostle & Evangelist - John 21.19b-25 
Merciful Lord, cast your bright beams of light upon the Church: 
that, being enlightened by the teaching  
of your blessèd apostle and evangelist Saint John, 
we may so walk in the light of your truth 
that we may at last attain to the light of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ your incarnate Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

28 December - The Holy Innocents - Matthew 2.13-18 
Heavenly Father, whose children suffered at the hands of Herod, 
though they had done no wrong: 
by the suffering of your Son and by the innocence of our lives 
frustrate all evil designs  
and establish your reign of justice and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

.  
 

More resources can be found through the church website 
www.stedsandstmatts.co.uk 

 

If you can help with a donation to either church  
(regular or one-off) we would be very grateful -  

you can do this on the front page of the church website,  
cash or cheques can be left at the Vicarage or the Office, 

or you can make a BACS payment from your bank account to ours’  
for details, contact Clive Lemmon (St Matthew’s),  

Chris Jack (St Edmund’s), Caroline or Peter 
 

Keep in touch with  
Peter and Julie at the Vicarage - 01332 551404 

revpeterbarham@btinternet.com 
Caroline in the Office - 01332 552031 

steds.stmatts@outlook.com 

Prayers for Advent and Christmas  
 

Advent Sunday is 29 November. This is the Advent Collect, pray it every day. 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light,  
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

On the four Sundays of Advent, we light the Advent Wreath.  
 

On Advent Sunday we light the first candle and remember The Patriachs, 
the men at the beginning of Israel’s story. Why not read Genesis, the story of 
Abraham (11.26 to 25.11), or move into Exodus and read the story of 
Moses, or use this December to read the whole of the story of David (1 
Samuel 16 to the end, all of 2 Samuel, and 1 Kings chapters 1 and 2)? God 
has been at work from the very beginning.  

God of Abraham and Sarah, and all the patriarchs of old, 
you are our Father too. Your love is revealed to us in Jesus 
Christ, Son of God and Son of David. Help us in preparing 
to celebrate his birth to make our hearts ready for your 
Holy Spirit to make his home among us. We ask this 
through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the 
world. Amen.  

 

On the Second Sunday of Advent we remember The Prophets. You could 
read Isaiah - the whole book, or chapter 40 to the end. Too often we only 
have a passage or two as part of the Carol Service.  

God our Father, you spoke to the prophets of old of a 
Saviour who would bring peace. You helped them to 

The Parishes of St Edmund, Allestree    
     and St Matthew, Darley Abbey 
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BONSALL AND THE LIMESTONE WAY 

Wensley lies between Winster and Darley Bridge, sited above the small valley of 
Wensley Dale (quite unlike its Yorkshire namesake) and is another village surrounded 
by remnants of the lead mining industry. Millclose Mine where many inhabitants 
worked was the largest mine in the Peak District during the 19thc; and nearby is a 
network of some 15 mine shafts connected by tunnels, known as the Pipe Caverns. 
The village grew as a rest place for travellers with coaching inn and hostelries, when 
the east–west turnpike was created in 1759. Notable for Morris Dancers and Wakes 
Festival in July, and for Shrove Tuesday’s pancake race, it features invitingly in a 
traditional verse of the area’s lead-mining villages, as shown below (where ‘Bircher’ = 

Birchover). To the east of Wensley is Oker 
Hill (633ft), the former site of a Roman 
hill station. Its ridge path passes ‘Will 
Shore’s tree’, the survivor of a pair of 
sycamore trees planted to commemorate 
the parting of two brothers who went 

their separate ways, an event actually recorded in a sonnet by Wordsworth. And to 
the south is Snitterton Hall, a listed Elizabethan manor house, former home of the 
Bagshawe family. Both the above feature in the walk, as does Jughole Wood, high 
above Snitterton, with its hidden quarries and caves which can be very carefully 
explored.                 

The Limestone Way is essentially a linear walking route but has a junction at Bonsall 
where the branch to Matlock (which used to be the southern terminus) joins the 
main route. It was extended SW from Bonsall in 1992 to link up with the 
Staffordshire Way, giving a total distance of 46 miles from Castleton to Rocester, 
running mainly through Peak District limestone country with sandstone at the 
southern end. From Bonsall it heads NW towards Castleton, SW towards Rocester 
and NE to Matlock. So Bonsall is a convenient point from which to use the Way as 
part of a circular walk, in this case 
starting on the Matlock branch and 
finishing on the Castleton branch.

The Route starts from Bonsall 
(reached up the 1:5 gradient 
‘Clatterway’ from the Via Gellia* 
A5012) with parking near the small 
Recreation Ground and proceeds up 
Yeoman Street to the Market Cross. 
Continued on page 16

More Derbyshire Walks (9) continued

Leawood Farm & Oker Hill                                                                        

   

At Winster Wakes there’s ale and cakes,
At Elton Wakes there’s quenchers,
At Bircher Wakes there’s knives and forks,
At Wensley Wakes there’s wenches.
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More Derbyshire Walks (9) continued

BONSALL AND THE LIMESTONE WAY 

The Route continued: 
Follow the Limestone Way sign R of the cross up the steep, surfaced track, avoiding 
R & L branches until a gate is reached where the Way detours to the R opposite Low 
Farm. Instead, take a f/p L over a double stile heading N across fields and Salters Lane 
(279594) towards Jughole Wood (large mast on the R). Descend through the wood 
past some deep quarries to join Leawood Farm drive. Bear R past Snitterton Hall on 
the road, curving L towards Oker. Then either: (a) simply continue ahead on the road 
towards Wensley; or more interestingly (b) turn briefly R at the road junction 
(278608) and follow a f/p L rising diagonally up the field to steps. Cross the stile, turn 
briefly R and, near a well, take a f/p sharp L rising up the ridge of Oker Hill where a 
concession path (not shown on OS maps) leads to the trig point, giving excellent 
views over Derwent Valley. Descend towards Darley Bridge Church and turn L on 
the road up to Wensley. On entering the village take the second f/p L, signed Bonsall, 
which descends ½R behind cottages to the head of Wensley Dale. Cross to a rising 
cart track heading SE and swinging S for about ½ mile; then at a gate bear L on a f/p 
rising SSE amongst old lead mine spoil-heaps. After crossing another f/p, continue 
in the same direction across seven narrow fields to reach a walled track (271593) and 
turn R; continue across the Brightgate road into Moorlands Lane (still a track). 
After passing a barn turn L at the Limestone Way sign and follow the marked f/p 
across fields to Abel Lane in Upper Town. Continue along Bell Lane (with welcome 
seats and good view), down the stepped Way and turn R at the market cross back to 
the start.      The Rambler

*New road created by 
Sir Philip Gell in the 
1790’s to carry lead and stone 
from his quarries 
to Cromford Canal.
.     

Snitterton Hall      
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The Navity Window in St Edmund's
Revd. Peter Barham took this photo of the Navity scene window above the altar in 
St Edmund's. It is the centre window of three and, on a bright day, the sun lights up 
the window to show it in all its glory. 

The pinnacle of stained glass making was in the early Middle Ages but by the 18th 
century many of the old techniques had been lost; English artists typically treated 
glass as a transparent form of canvas which led to windows that were, literally, dull. 
Victorian glass makers rediscovered the old techniques of coloured glass. 

Our window was created when 
St Edmund's Church was rebuilt 
1865-66 by local architects 
Stevens & Robinson. Stevens 
had earned a reputation as 
an ecclesiastical architect and 
built many churches in the East 
Midlands. 

The subject of the Nativity is 
often used for altarpieces, and 
our beautiful window is a fine 
example. 

The Nativity of Jesus has been 
a major subject of Christian art 
since the 4th century.

The artistic depictions of the 
Nativity or birth of Jesus, 
celebrated at Christmas, are 
based on the narratives in the 
Bible, in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke, and further elaborated 
by written, oral and artistic 
tradition. Nativity pictures are 
specifically illustrative, and 
include many narrative details; 
they are a normal component of 
the sequences illustrating both 
the Life of Christ and the Life of 
the Virgin.

Sources: Historic England & Wikipedia
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Book Review
“BRIDGES” by Judith Dupré                                                                                     

Pub Hardback by Black Dog & Leventhal 
Publishers 1997 (Revised 2019)        

ISBN 9780-316-50794-3 

I was immediately drawn to this book 
by its landmark purpose of recording 
world bridge history, and by its stunning 
photographs, every one of which helps 
to tell at least one story.  It is framed by 
a couple of interviews (on which more 
later), but apart from these, the lavish 
presentation draws the reader in, and 
belies a text which is surprisingly disciplined 
and readable.  

Inevitably we begin in Europe and the UK, with bridges such as the famous one 
at Ironbridge Gorge, the Menai constructed by Thomas Telford (better known 
as a pioneering canals engineer), and the beautiful mediaeval Ponte Vecchio in 
Florence.  The age of steam became a major driving factor in structural ambition and 
development, but interestingly around the same period, covered wooden footbridges 
started appearing in large numbers in the USA with the spread of new communities 
from East to West, while wood was still relatively cheap and plentiful.

After the 19th and early 20th centuries, we look further afield and at newer 
structures, moving from Cantilever to Bascule (Tower Bridge, for instance) and to 
Arch, Suspension and Cable-Stayed.  The Golden Gate Bridge of San Francisco and 
the Lake Maracaibo in Venezuela are among the most spectacular of these last two.  
One Suspension bridge I hadn’t heard of which breaks records on length of span is 
the 1998 Akashi-Kaikyo, linking the islands of Honshu and Shikoku in Japan – a 
sweepingly elegant and memorable sight.

There are sections devoted to specific subjects including garden bridges, temporary 
and pontoon structures used in war, and “Catastrophes”.  Plenty of bridges have 
collapsed through time; I was aware of the 1879 Tay Bridge Disaster via William 
McGonagall’s comically self-important doggerel about “Beautiful waters of the silvery 
Tay … “, but not of the 1964 Million Dollar Bridge in Alaska, whose starkly sudden 
collapse serves as a lesson in limited-life materials.

Among the most impressive aspects of this work are the pieces about helping Third 

Continued on page 19
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Book Review continued

World development via assisted community build in countries like Nicaragua and 
Ethiopia (“Bridges to Prosperity”) and the deeper philosophy that bridges are an 
opportunity to bring people together. 

Less welcome are the interviews (effectively an advertisement for a particular 
architectural practice in the USA), the lack of a glossary, and the insufficient general 
attention to the environment.   On this last point, it’s hardly enough to say you have 
saved on on-site concrete production time by pre-casting so you can help to save a 
species of toad, while the overall aim remains to facilitate ever-increasing volumes of 
car and lorry traffic and with it emissions of CO2.  

It also has to be said that the 24 x 45 cm hardback format is unwieldy to handle; 
there is large and impressive, and there is "handy for your garage the size of Portugal".  
Which makes it good news that this volume has recently also become available in 
e-format.

These drawbacks aside, I found this piece of work fascinating – a whole series 
of insights I’d never had before thanks to Dupré,  who is a practised writer on 
architectural subjects, and, on the whole, pretty accessible to the non-specialist.   
Recommended.

Kate Smith [Submitted December 2019 and finally published. Thank you Kate. Ed] 

Allestree Library Is Open
DHA and Derby Law Centre are pleased to announce that Allestree library has 
reopened.  We are open on Thursdays and Fridays between 11.00am and 15.00pm. 
Unfortunately, in order to keep our volunteers and customers as safe as possible, 
we are not open for browsing but books can be ordered via the catalogue on the 
in-derby website at www.inderby.org.uk – This service is free and books will be 
delivered to Allestree library.  Alternatively, to request a specific book, a genre or 
an author, drop us an email to allestreecml@dhadvice.org or fill in one of our forms 
available in the library foyer. We will do our best to help you.  

Remember that, as well as our usual adult and children’s range, we have a large 
selection of audio books, large print and Ebooks and magazines for your tablet.  

Please give us a ring on 01332 559761 if you have any queries, or come and speak to 
one of our fabulous volunteers, we will do our best to keep you reading.

Hilary Rhodes
Volunteer & Community 
Capacity  Builder

&
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Richard Hill  
Interior/Exterior 

Decorator

For free estimate ring 
Richard on 01332 780907 
or 079220 90066 or email

richard.dhill@hotmail.com
T R U S T E D  T R A D E R

City & Guilds advanced qualified 
  with 30 years’ 
  experience
  Reasonable rates

Many of us have God-children, and we love 
and pray for them. We enjoy hearing their 
news and we are proud of them. I have now 
reached heights of pride that no one else 
can match.  
Matt, my oldest Godson, is now in product 
development for Iceland supermarkets. He 
has been behind their Christmas signature 
dish “Luxury Pigs in Blanket Mac & Cheese”. 
It has been described by the Mirror as “a 

festive dish of dreams for Christmas ... the perfect winter warming meal to eat as the 
days get darker and colder.”  
All I can say it that my work on this earth is done! Trouble is, I don’t like macaroni 
cheese.  
Revd. Peter Barham

The Wonders of Product Development
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•  Specialists for all vehicle electrical 
& security systems

• Engine tuning & servicing

Darley Abbey Mills
Darley Abbey

Derby

Richard Nelson - Director
01332 340853
07860 545694

nelsonautoelectrical@talk21.com

' H a n d m a d e b y h r s '
Hello! My name is Heather and 
I am a paediatric nurse.  During 

covid I decided to become a little 
creative... making greeting cards 

using hama beads. 

(I first fell in love with hama beads when 
working as a child minder and with 

the children at the hospital).

All my cards are unique and 'one of  
a kind'. I love using bright colours 

and different designs. My favourite 
theme is, of  course, Christmas.

Most of  my cards are ideal to 
frame and keep for ever, others will 

convert to a coaster.

You can find out more or make a 
purchase on      @handmadebyhrs

or      Handmadebyhrs
Also through etsy; search 

Handmadebyhrs

ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

MAGAZINE
If you are a local trader, or have an 
event to promote, why not place an 
advertisement in the St Edmund's 

Church magazine. It is an inexpensive 
way to reach the local population of 

Allestree and Darley Abbey.

Contact Revd. Peter Barham or Chris 
Willis for details on the cost and 

publication dates.

revpeterbarham@btinternet.com 

c.willis246@btinternet.com



24



25

KEDLESTON VIEW
Bed & Breakfast

576 Kedleston Road
Allestree, Derby  DE22 2NH

Tel:  01332 559246
www.kedlestonview.co.uk

email: info@kedlestonview.co.uk
Luxury Bed and Breakfast 

accommodation overlooking 
Kedleston Hall Estate

Ideal for visiting relatives, 
family parties and gatherings, 

weddings etc.
Deluxe king size/family room, 

pretty twin room, stylish double 
and cosy single room

BOOK ONLINE OR CALL 
FOR MORE INFORMATION

 
 
 

 STEVE FIXES 
 COMPUTERS 

 
STEVE CAN FIX & SERVICE YOUR  

PC, LAPTOP, TABLET, PHONE 
*Running slow?   *Stopped working?   *Can't get    
 online?  * Issues with emails, broadband,  
 printing, setting up, installing/using apps? 
                 

DON'T PANIC!! 
I'm in Belper and can come to you. 

All surrounding areas too! 
------------------------------------------------------ 
STEVE CAN GIVE YOU TUITION 

  *Want to learn how to use or do something on  
    your PC/ laptop? 
  *Need help with your phone/ tablet/ iPad? 

------------------------------------------------------ 
 Plus:-   Affordable WEBSITES created 
                VIDEOS transferred to DVD        
     ------------------------------------------------- 
 
Call: Steve Little on 07947 868605                    
Email: steve_little@hotmail.com 
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Email: info.amg@sjpp.co.uk
Web: www.amgwealthmanagement.co.uk

Address: Park Farm Drive, Allestree, Derby DE22 2QP

Tel: 01332 551155

•  I N H E R I TA N C E  TA X  
P L A N N I N G

•  R E T I R E M E N T  I N C O M E  
P L A N N I N G

•  L AT E R  L I F E  A N D
C A R E  F E E S  A DV I C E

•  I N V E S T M E N T  P L A N N I N G
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Enquiries regarding funerals please contact the Vicar, Rev’d Peter Barham, details below.
Enquiries regarding weddings and baptisms contact the Parish Administrator, 552031.

Vicar Peter Barham - The Vicarage, 01332 551404
 King’s Croft, Allestree, Derby, DE22 2FN  07879 474712
   revpeterbarham@btinternet.com

Church Website: stedsandstmatts.co.uk

I am having a day off every week. Usually it is a Friday. If you get the answer-machine, please 
leave a message. If it is more urgent, use the mobile. If I don’t get back to you, it is usually a 
technological fault – so please try again. Peter.

Churchwardens:  Michèle Aspinall 558461
 VACANCY – Please contact the Vicar if you are interested
Parish Administrator: Caroline Audley - Steds.stmatts@outlook.com 552031
Readers: Julie Barham 551404
 Deborah Simpson 553875
Choir: Elizabeth Jack 763594
Treasurer/Gift Aid Sec.:  Chris Jack, 12 Regency Close, Littleover 763594
PCC Correspondence Sec:  Julie Hutchison, 14 Cornhill, Allestree 553091
Electoral Roll: Kenneth Eunson 550636
Flower Group: Michèle Aspinall 558461
Luncheon Club:  Janet Hogben 556387
Baby and Toddler Group: Caroline Audley - Steds.stmatts@outlook.com  01332 552031
Sacristan and Verger:  Paula Birchall  541338
Parish Safeguarding Links Anne Cogley  01332 557224
 Louise Whittaker  01332 556455

Hall Bookings:  Caroline Audley - Steds.stmatts@outlook.com 552031
Handbells: Gill Flatman 557028
Playgroup:  552773
Brownies: Alwyn Young 550255

St. Edmund’s Parish Magazine Editorial Team: Revd Peter Barham, Chris Willis & Fiona Fraser.

Please EMAIL magazine articles and photos to both fiona.fraser@burnsgraphics.co.uk and 
Chris Willis at c.willis246@btinternet.com and copy to revpeterbarham@btinternet.com 

Magazine Distribution: Chris Willis 558136

                    Copy Deadlines: 15th December 2020 for Christmas 2020/January 2021 
 15th Jan'21 for February 2021 issue.

St. Edmund’s Parish Directory
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JACK met by Zoom on Sunday 15th November, and since our Church buildings were 
closed, Peter could join them too. We had the story of Joseph and his technicolour 
dreamcoat, and Karen had delivered craft packs to every family beforehand so they 
could all make their figures. Oliver led some prayers for us, and it was a very special 
hour. The only downside was that Peter felt old – I took Julie to see “Joseph” in 
London on one of our first dates – long before any of these parents were born!  

This was the sixth anniversary of JACK, so it was a shame we weren’t able to celebrate 
together – you can’t do virtual birthday cake. During lockdown the group has met 
monthly, strengthened a lot of friendships, and they are working out how to do a 
'Zoom' Nativity in December. Our thanks to Karen for all her hard work.

JACK - Our Children's Church Group


